APPENDIX
I
A VINDICATION OF THE CONDUCT OF THE DUCHESS
OF MARLBOROUGH BY GILBERT BURNET,
BISHOP OF SALISBURY (f. 1710)
[The original is at Blenheim and is endorsed by the Duchess of
Marlborough :
this was put together from my papers by the Bishop of Salisbury
not well don,
to be put to the papers at the lodge.
There is a note by Archdeacon Coxe :
It was afterwards altered and enlarged by Mr St Priest who accom-
panied the Duke abroad, and was employed by the Duchess in arranging
her papers. He was recommended by Dr Hare. Part of the original
draught submitted to Mr Walpole in 1711 or 12 was drawn up or
corrected by Mr Manwaring,
For some observations on these drafts see the introduction to
Memoirs of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough> edited by William King
(1930). St Priest's draft is at Blenheim, and a copy in the British
Museum. Various other drafts are also at Blenheim. The fol-
lowing is the introduction only. The incidents related in the
body of the text are those which figure with greater or less
prominence in the published version of Sarah's Conduct}
THE Writting of books is looked upon, as an Imployment not fit for
our Sex: and if Some have succeeded well in it, others have exposed
themselves by it too much, to Encourage a woman to venture on
being an Author: but it will appear more unusual for me to write
so copiously, as I fear, I may be forced to doe, to tell'my own Story,
especially when it will seem to carry reflexions wher one owes
respect; But since I am like to leave behind me a Posterity, that is
already distinguished by rank, and Estate, and that may branch out
into more families, I am under some obligation to let them know,
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